
COMFORT THE 
SORROWING

We welcome anyone who has 
a heart of compassion 

and is willing  
to joyfully exhibit hope 

in the Risen Lord. 

No experience is necessary! 

If you’re looking for a way 
to put your faith into action, 
this is a beautiful ministry 
with ample opportunity 

to do so.

H O LY  S P I R I T  C H U R C H  
37588 Fremont Boulevard, Fremont, CA 94536 

(510) 797-1660 
holyspiritfremont.org

Holy Spirit Parish is a generous  
and dedicated community of faith. 
We celebrate the sacraments with 

enthusiasm and commitment.  
We share willingly our gifts of time, 

talent, and financial resources  
to enable many ministries  

that make the Body of Christ  
a visible and effective presence  

in our world.

O U R  PA R I S H

Are you looking for a way 
to put your faith into action? 

Join the Stephen Ministry 
at Holy Spirit Church.

Holy Spirit Church



OUR MISSION 

The Stephen Ministry of Holy Spirit Church 
provides prayerful and loving assistance to 
parishioners who mourn the loss of a loved 
one. We assist families from the moment the 
parish is notified of the loss through the 
funeral rites. With the priest, we offer 
support and guidance during the planning 
process. We assist at the funeral liturgy, 
providing hospitality, liturgical assistance, and 
ensure that the liturgy is carried out with 
reverence and solemnity.

“Prayer is one of the most powerful ways we can 
support others. Joining together in prayer for the 
living and the dead entrusts us all into God’s care.”  

USCCB

A B O U T  T H E  S T E P H E N  M I N I S T RY

The Stephen Ministry of Holy Spirit Church provides prayerful and loving assistance  
to parishioners who are mourning the loss of a loved one.  

We assist families from the moment the parish is notified of the loss through the funeral rites. 

REQUIREMENTS: 

We welcome anyone who has a heart of compassion  
and is willing to joyfully exhibit hope in the Risen Lord.  
No experience is necessary. 

Parents with children attending Holy Spirit School can 
satisfy two volunteer hours of service per funeral Mass  
by participating in this ministry.

TIME OBLIGATION: 

Normally, funeral Masses take place during the weekdays 
at mid-morning. Any time you can give is greatly 
appreciated. Volunteers arrive one half-hour before the 
Mass, help setup the church, greet guests, and actively 
participate in the celebration of the Mass. They depart 
after the grieving family and guests have left the church.

FUNERAL MASS PLANNING: 

When the request for a funeral Mass is received, the 
Ministry Team Lead contacts the family of the deceased. 
During this interaction, the Funeral Liturgy Planning form 
is used to plan the ritual. The Stephen Minister helps the 
family choose readings and decide how involved they 
wish to be in the service. The presiding priest may also 
contact the family, as needed.

Provide support during a 
family’s time of grief…

Spiritual Act of Mercy: Pray 
for the living & the dead…

Attend and actively 
participate in the Mass… 

Spiritual Act of Mercy: 
Comfort the sorrowing…

Help families plan the 
funeral Mass…

Corporal Act of Mercy:  
Bury the dead…


